
            

 

Dear Minister 
 
We represent hundreds of thousands of Australian Christians. We are dismayed by your announcement on 
Tuesday 8 August 2023 that you will refer to Gaza and the West Bank including East Jerusalem as “Occupied 
Palestinian Territories” (OPT).  
 
The phrase wrongfully implies that Israel has no legal title in Judea, Samaria or Jerusalem, and that Gaza is 
occupied by Israel. It suggests that any Jewish presence in places where Jews have lived for thousands of 

years, the Jewish Quarter of the Old City of Jerusalem including Judaism’s most sacred, ancient and Holy 

site, the Kotel and Temple Mount reside is “illegal”, simply because Jordanian forces ethnically “cleansed” it 
of Jews between 1948 and 1967. 
 
Minister, you should be aware that the basis for Israeli claims to parts of the West Bank and East Jerusalem 
include,  

 

• the international legal mandates for the establishment of a Jewish homeland there, under the League 
of Nations in 1920 and renewed under the UN in 1945;  

• the doctrine of succession of territorial title within the boundaries of the previous British government 
at the time of Israeli independence in 1949;  

• the absence of a competing legal sovereignty in the West Bank at the time of Israeli occupation in 1967;  

• the absence of any international rule at that time prohibiting acquisition of land taken in a war of self-
defence;  

• the Jewish right of self-determination in indigenous land in Judaea and Samaria; and  

• the security imperatives of control on the hills overlooking Jewish population concentrations in the 
coastal centre of Israel. 

• There has never been any legal commitment, legal document, treaty, agreement, contract or formal 
binding resolution that has determined that the territories belong to the Palestinians – or that they are 
under Palestinian sovereignty. (UNSC Chapter VI Resolutions are recommendations and not binding, as 
are UNGA Resolutions). 

 
Concerning Gaza, Israel evacuated its military forces and civilians in 2005. Israel no longer has military forces 
there, Gaza is self-governed, and Egypt also has a land border with Gaza beyond Israeli control. Therefore, 
Gaza is in no way “occupied”. 
 
The West Bank can be described as disputed territory because Israel gained control of it in a defensive war 
and relinquishing all control would pose an existential threat. For Australia to prejudice peace negotiations 
by unilaterally declaring borders in a disputed territory is absurd and will only entrench Arab intransigence.  
 
We respectfully urge you to reconsider and to correct this government policy.  
 
Sincerely   

 
John Lockwood  
Chairman 
 
Southern Cross Alliance for Israel 
John@southerncrossallianceforisrael@gmail.com 
0412 315 913 
 

 August 15  2023 
The Albanese Government 
APH Canberra ACT 
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Supporting Leaders and Organizations 

Alex Genovese - Derek Prince Ministries 

Andrew Tucker - THINC the Hague 

Barry Rogers OAM - Beersheba Vision 

Deon Van Baalen - HaYovel 

Enoch Lavender – Olive Tree Ministries 

Graham McLennan - National Alliance of Christian Leaders 

Hilary Moroney - Canberra House Of Prayer 

Hugh Kitson & Fraser Harding  - Title Deed Media 

Ian Worby  - Christians For Israel 

Jane O’Neil – Jerusalem Prayer Breakfast 

John Lockwood Southern Cross Alliance For Israel 

John Lockwood - Kingdom Builders 

Joel Baker – Flametree Church 

Joy Heylen - Christian Friends Of Israel Communities 

Kelvin Crombie - Heritage Resources 

Kyal Cumming - Kingdom church  

Matt Chivers - Bridges For Peace 

Mathew DeRemer – Thrive Community 

Margaret Court - Victory Life Centre     

Nel Farnik - Great South Land Ministry  

Norman and Barbara Miller-  

Indigenous Friends of Israel &  

Centre For International Reconciliation and Peace  

Patrick Russell - Christian Friends of Israel 

Pete Stucken - Operation Exodus 

Peter Schuptar – Prayer For Israel  

Ruth Webb - Tabernacle Of David Bendigo 

Sarah Way -  International Christian Embassy Jerusalem 

Simon Lawry – Friends of Israel 

Steven Green  -Olive Tree Travel 

Warwick Marsh – Canberra Declaration 

                                     Zoran Paunovich - New Life Chapel 
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kelvin@heritageresources.com.au 

info@kc.org.au 

mchivers.au@bridgesforpeace.com 

mattd@thrivecommunity.au 

 Court.Margaret@victorylifecentre.com.au 

nel@farnik.com 

 

cfirp@bigpond.com 

 

cfiaustralia@hotmail.com 

 office@eoeaspac.org 

prayer4israelaus@yahoo.com 

ruthpsalmist@gmail.com 

sarah.way@icej.org.au 

slawry@foi.org 

steven@olivetreetravel.com.au 

warwick@webshield.net.au 

info@newlifechapel.org 
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